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"We started off with only about $1,000 or $1,500, then we really got serious
about it," Larson said.

In January, the committee applied for a grant from the Humboldt County
Community Foundation. The group asked for $7,500 and received $10,000.

"That really helped jump start the effort to raise funds," Larson said. The
community also received $300 from the Wright County Foundation.

In late January, the playground committee had a community meal for a freewill
offering and an auction.

"We were hoping to get 50 items donated and we wound up getting 97"
Engstrom said.

Committee members agreed that the community was very supportive of the
project.

"We raised about $8,000 from the meal and the auction. Combined with our
other donations and the grant, we had about $35,000 toward our initial goal of
$50,000," Larson said.

"We were just very surprised and overwhelmed with the community support.
We received a lot of funds from alumni from the Boone Valley area that we
didn't even know about," Larson said.

The local committee worked with Mid-lowa Council of Governments (MIDAS) in
Fort Dodge in writing a grant for competitive matching funds.

"We were up against big cities and conservation boards from larger counties for
projects. There were 16 applications that were accepted and we scored second
of all of them," Larson said proudly.

The committee received word early this summer that it had received the
$34,500 matching grant from the lowa DNR. That basically doubled the local
funds that were raised.

At the time of construction (early last week), the playground project had raised
$85,600. It not only allowed many new playground pieces to be purchased but
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